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January 5, 2009     
 

 
South African Supplier Diversity Council Formed  

 
 
New York City, NY – The U.S. National Minority Supplier Development Council Inc. ® (NMSDC) and the 
National Business Initiative of South Africa, will partner in setting up the first South African Supplier Diversity 
Council.  The Council will be modeled after the NMSDC, a U.S. corporate membership organization with 
nearly 40 years of experience in promoting and facilitating supplier diversity. In South Africa, supplier 
diversity will involve the process of integrating a growing pool of previously under-used and marginalized 
black suppliers into corporate supply chains in a sustainable way, using targeted procurement and 
enterprise development. The SA Supplier Diversity Council will draw its membership from corporations 
based or operating in South Africa.  
 
“The creation of such an organization in South Africa will provide a business platform for Black South 
Africans to have greater opportunities and participation in their nation’s economy,” said NMSDC President 
Harriet R. Michel.  “Economic empowerment is one of the great equalizers, and I hope the SASDC will 
enhance economic integration and stability through Black business development.”  
 
The new SA Supplier Diversity Council follows the establishment of NMSDC global link partners in 
Canada, the United Kingdom, China and Australia. The SASDC will initially be set up with the 
support of the South African International Business Linkages (SAIBL) program, sponsored by the 
United States Agency for International Development (USAID). The SASDC will be a corporate led 
organization and will be funded by member subscriptions and services fees.  
 
“The partnership between the National Business Initiative and NMSDC to set up the SASDC comes at an 
opportune time. South African corporations are exploring meaningful ways to support transformation that will 
enhance their competitiveness and sustainability, and underpin stability of this young democracy. The US 
and South Africa share similar histories, and it is an important legacy for NMSDC to become involved and to 
support the people of South Africa,” said National Business Initiative CEO Andre Fourie. “This relationship 
will provide us with access to the rich history and experience of the NMSDC and U.S. firms committed to 
supplier diversity that underpins our commitment to equitably promote South Africa’s economy and job 
creation opportunities. We need to deal with the ongoing economic consequences of the apartheid era, 
while ensuring that we become globally competitive.”  
 
For more information on The National Minority Supplier Development Council ® (NMSDC®) go to 
www.nmsdc.org  
 
For more information on the National Business Initiative go to www.nbi.org  
 
The South African International Business Linkages (SAIBL) facilitates sustainable business linkages 
mainly between competitive black enterprises and large corporations in South Africa and the United States. 
SAIBL is supported by the American people through USAID. It is implemented by the Corporate Council on 
Africa, in partnership with ECIAfrica Consulting International and the National Business Initiative. 
 www.saibl.co.za  

The U.S. Agency for International Development provides economic, development and humanitarian 
assistance worldwide. USAID supports people's efforts to develop themselves and their countries. USAID 
projects in South Africa move the country closer to its goal of equality and a better life for all, and aim to 
strengthen South Africa politically, socially and economically.  

CONTACT: (U.S.) Kim Brown, NMSDC, (212) 944-2430, Kim.Brown@nmsdc.org  
                (U.S.) Tim Bergstrom, CCA, (202) 263-3509, TBergstrom@africacncl.org  
                    (South Africa) Nico Fourie, ECI, +27 11 602 1271, Nico.Fourie@eciafrica.com  
                    (South Africa) Gary Joseph. NBI, +27 11 544 6000, joseph.gary@nbi.org.za  

 


